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Abstract

When Qatar joined the international human rights covenants, it applied
reservations and interpretative declarations into a number of their
provisions. In particular, the state issued, in its opinion, interpretative
declarations to Article 8 of the Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights and Article 22 of the Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, concerning the issue of trade unions freedom. According to the
content of the declarations, Qatar will implement and interpret the latter
provisions according to its labor law. These declarations were criticized by
various international institutions including the Human Rights Committee
and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the basis
that they are reservations in nature and are in conflict with the subject and
purpose of the covenants. The institutions considered the declarations as a
breach of [the customary content] of Avrticle 19 (c) of the 1969 Convention
on the Law of Treaties and in a way, highlighted the matter of international
responsibility arising from the Impermissible Reservation which is the
subject of dispute. This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to
address the question of how to assess Qatar's international responsibility
resulting from the issuing declarations to the trade unions provisions of
Covenants. Considering international documents, jurisprudence, and
doctrine, the present article concludes that the said declarations are
reservations due to limiting the scope of implementation of the covenants
and are impermissible due to their non-compliance with the subject and
purpose of the covenants. These impermissible reservations entail Qatar's
international responsibility due to the violation of the customary content of
Article 19 (c) of the 1969 Convention, based on Article 1 of the State
Responsibility Draft Articles of the International Law Commission.
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