f Tehran Press

Public Law Studies Quarterly

Online ISSN: 2423-8139

Volume: 55, Issue: 2

Homepage: http://jplsq.ut.ac.ir Summer 2025

A Reflection on the Postmodern Critical Approach to International
Law: From Rigidity to Fluidity of Concepts

Reza Mousazadeh®™ | Ehsan Sepahvand?

1. Corresponding Author; Prof,. Departmenetof Law, School of International Relations, Iranian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Tehran, Iran. Email: r.mousazadeh@sir.ac.ir

2. Master of Diplomacy and International Organizations, Tehran, Iran.
Email: Ehsan.sepahvand1789@gmail.com

Article Info

Article Type:
Research Article

Pages: 803-829

Received:
2023/03/05

Received in Revised form:

2023/05/12
Accepted:
2023/06/26
Published online:
2025/06/22

Keywords:
postmodernism, critical
studies of international
law, pluralism, fluidity,
anti-foundationalism.

Abstract

During the last three decades of the twentieth century, the field of social
sciences witnessed significant transformations. Among these changes is
the emergence of a critical thought known as postmodernism. The
postmodern critical movement in international law seeks to identify the
distinctions and conflicts in international legal discourses, focusing on
the values of the marginalized in this domain. From this perspective,
international law is in a kind of crisis regarding the validity of legal
rules and their functionality. This study critiques international law from
a postmodern standpoint through three avenues: critiquing the
rationalist structure of liberal thought, critiquing the epistemology of
modernism, and critiquing legal positivism through the deconstruction
of postmodernism. The authors of this research argue that the
emergence of fluidity in international law, viewed through postmodern
critiques, is a consequence of a social process. This concept is discussed
by examining the components associated with postmodernism,
including pluralism, relativism, uncertainty, and anti-foundationalism.
Consequently, from a postmodern perspective, the rejection of grand
narratives presents an inconsistent future for international law and its
thinkers, characterized by fluidity in the foundations of international
law. The main issue in examining these hypotheses is to elucidate the
impact of postmodern themes and the concepts arising from this impact
on international law, which is approached through a discursive method
of engaging with these concepts.
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