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Abstract

While state intervention in various aspects of governance and
citizens' lives is often seen as essential in modern societies, the scope
and legitimacy of such interventions continue to be subjects of
reflection and debate. In the realm of family, the extent and nature of
governmental involvement—whether restrictive or supportive—are
particularly significant. Within the framework of the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the concepts of Velayat (Guardianship)
and Imamate (Leadership), both rooted in the principles of obedience
and compliance, coexist with the broader concept of sovereignty.
This paper explores how the Constitution authorizes the Islamic
government to engage with family affairs and whether such
engagement is framed under the titles of Velayat, Imamate, or
Sovereignty. It also examines the practical implications of each
conceptual framework for family-related policymaking and the tools
they provide to legislators and policymakers in addressing family
challenges. Ultimately, the study reveals that policymakers,
depending on whether they adopt a perspective grounded in Velayat,
Imamate, or Sovereignty, propose divergent strategies and responses
to emerging issues within the family institution. This divergence has
occasionally led to inconsistencies and a lack of unified approaches
in legislative and executive actions related to family matters.
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