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Abstract

For years, the United States of America (hereinafter USA) has been
involved in.the most extensive programs to.implement the policy of
targeted killing outside of active. battlefields. This operation has
created extensive legal debates so far. This article focuses on only
one relatively specific dimension, namely, ensuring how a
government can be held. accountable when carrying out such an
operation .No country has unveiled an accountability mechanism that
ensures extrajudicial killings are investigated, prosecuted and
punished. States' refusal to provide accountability for this policy
violates the international legal framework that limits the illegal use
of lethal force against individuals. This article discusses legal
accountability -regarding the USA targeted killing and potential
mechanisms for strengthening this accountability. accountability is
checked with regard to the decision to designate a person as a target
and then with the implementation of the operation. The focus of the
article.is on the USA program, but it aims to clarify the complex
considerations involved in trying to strengthen the legal
accountability of any government that conducts these operations.
However, the findings of this research show that the countries that
use this program do not provide any kind of legal mechanism.
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1. Harold Koh
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