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Abstract

Afghanistan's numerous development plans in the Hirmand/Helmand
basin have led to the drying up of these wetlands and neglecting their
environmental flow. Environmental flow is a concept that has not
been raised in any ‘of the applicable treaties between Iran and
Afghanistan. The question that this research seeks to answer is: “how
do the principles and rules of international law oblige Afghanistan to
ensure the environmental protection of the Hamoun wetlands? The
hypothesis of the research is that with the expansion of the
ecosystem approach in the management of water resources and the
development of international environmental law, conventional and
customary principles and rules of this branch of law impose
obligations on states in the field of maintaining the stability of
aquatic ecosystems. The results of the authors' descriptive-analytical
studies with the library data confirm that the “water right” defined in
the Hirmand water Treaty exclude the concept of environmental
flow. However, other contractual and customary principles and rules
in force between the parties such as the principle of equitable and
reasonable use, obligation not to cause significant harm, prevention
and due diligence imply the necessity of securing environmental
flow for the protection and restoration of the wetlands.
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1. Ecosystem Approach
2. Minimum environmental flow
3. Environmental flow
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2. Hirmand River Bain
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