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Article Info Abstract

Media activity as one of the pillars of democracy in democratic
societies, is on the one hand the basis for realizing citizens' access to
information, and on the other hand may also involve violation of rights
and freedoms. Therefore, legal proceedings against the media should
have both the components of legal proceedings as well as pay attention
to the responsibility of the media to transmit information and monitor
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Received: the government. Using library research and interviews with experts,
2024/03/29 the current research examines structural flaws of the judicial system in
Received in Revised form: dealing with claims against the media. These flaws include the public
2025/01/20 nature of the proceedings and the tendency to view such proceeding
Accepted: through the lens of criminal law; A view that ignores the responsibility
2025/02/03 of the media for the free flow of information and treats it like a
Published online: criminal. Also, the legal requirement for the presence of a jury during
2026/03/21 the trial and the supervision of the union, which were supposed to help

guarantee the rights of the defendants in these cases, have been
gradually forgotten and have become a tool to impose more restrictions
on the media. As a result, legal proceedings against the media in Iran
require a review that would result in the following: expert judges with
knowledge of the mission of the media should handle these lawsuits;
the opinion of the jury, as an institution that must adjudicate between
freedom and power, should be effective in the proceedings; and the
role of the government, as an institution that is challenged by free
speech, should be minimized in the proceedings.
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