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Although dealing “with crime' has 16ng been relevant for the
preservation of the moral and value-based boundaries of societies, it
takes on'a new form in the,modern era in light of the reason of state.
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In the pre-modern conception, penal thought is oriented toward
interpersonal moral concepts such as error, fault, desert, excuse,
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blame, responsibility, and punishment, and is ethical in nature. On
the threshold ofithe bifth of modern criminal law, however, the pre-
modern moral, ethical, and religious perspective on social norms and
private rights isumarginalized. Through the constitution of the public
and under modern governance, the reason of state redefines criminal
law as public law. The state emerges as a reality “in itself” and “for
itself,” independent of any external matter (including theological and
moral ‘concerns), and in a “self-governing” manner. Consequently,

“giminal law knowledge” also acquires a secular identity,
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independent of any divine or religious epistemic framework. With
“Fthe formation of nation-states and the separation of the public sphere
from the private, public law emerges as a limiting factor on the
boundless power of governance in domestic administration and
politics. Thus, “criminal law as public law” takes shape based on the
values of public institutions and under the aegis of the public.
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