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Abstract

Under the general rule of state immunity, each state is obliged to avoid exercising
jurisdiction over the actions and property of other states. In the scholarly works and
case law, state immunity is often seen as a manifestation of the principle of equality of
states. Today, however, this principle is violated by lawsuits and enforcement of
judicial decisions against foreign governments in domestic courts of some states, on
one hand, and implementation of laws restricting state immunity in the context of
transnational torts in some countries such as the United States and Canada, On the
other. The European Court of Human Right (ECHR) explicitly affirmed the principle
of state immunity as a general rule of international law although the principle has been
challenged in the courts of some European countries such as Greece and Italy. This
paper aims to analyze the effects of the case law of the ECHR as well as the domestic
courts of European states, on the state immunity rule in the context of transnational
torts.
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