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Abstract

Cross-sectoral disputes, such as environment-trade disputes, are
generally multi-dimensional and interwoven. Thus, a single dispute
with the same facts and the same disputing parties can be subjected
to parallel proceedings before different courts/tribunals under
separate legal regimes, and then lead to contradictory decisions. As
there is no legal principle under international law to determine which
international body has the main or exclusive jurisdiction in parallel
proceedings, cross-sectoral dispute settlement is a challenge for the
international legal system. In the researcher’s view, a solution to this
challenge can be regulating the jurisdiction of dispute-resolution
bodies vis-a-vis each other by means of sustainable development as a
common good of the international community. As a descriptive-
analytical study, this paper intends to examine the ability of
sustainable development to resolve jurisdictional conflicts between
international courts and tribunals.
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