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Abstract

Existing international law faces legitimacy issues, a problem that has
not only persisted due to the membership of non-democratic states in
the global community but has also been exacerbated. Sustainable
development is a relatively new concept in international law, and
commitment to it can create legitimacy in various ways, including
through the enhancement of democracy in the international legal
system. This paper, based on a descriptive-analytical method,
explores three propositions and identifies the relationship between
them to clarify how the level of democracy and, consequently,
legitimacy can be elevated under the commitment to sustainable
development: First, democracy means governance based on the will
of the people; second, legitimacy means having acceptance among
the populace; and third, sustainable development introduces
democracy as both a prerequisite and a result of its own. The
international legal system requires legitimacy for the establishment
and enforcement of rules and sustainability, and the concept of
sustainable development, emphasizing the empowerment of
individuals and the necessity of public participation both within
countries and in the international arena, will provide this legitimacy.
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