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1. legislative history: The background and events leading to the enactment of a statute, including
hearings, committee reports, and floor debates. Legislative history is sometimes recorded so that
it can later be used to aid in interpreting the statute.

2. See., North Haven Bd. Of Educ. V. Bell, 1982

3. intentionalism

4. purposivism

5. method
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2. All persons

3. Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make
or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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1. (“We doubt very much whether any action of a State not directed by way of discrimination against
the negroes as a class, or on account of their race, will ever be held to come within the purview of
[the Equal Protection Clause]. It is so clearly a provision for that race and that emergency, that a
strong case would be necessary for its application to any other.”).

2. Legislative intent
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1. apparent, obvious, pre-interpretive meaning
2. clear textual meaning
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1. The Act of February 26, 1880, "to prohibit the importation and migration of foreigners and aliens
under contract or agreement to perform labor in the United States, its Territories, and the District of
Columbia," 23 Stat. 332, c. 164, does not apply to a contract between an alien, residing out of the
United States, and a religious society incorporated under the laws of a state, whereby he engages to
remove to the United States and to enter into the service of the society as its rector or minister.
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1. Ordinary Meaning.
2. “The government of the United States has been emphatically termed a government of laws, and not
of men.”
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