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Abstract

On 10 March 2020, the Iran-United States Claims Tribunal rendered
its partial award in Case No. Al15 (Il:A). The case was brought
before the Court by Iran, citing a breach of the United States'
obligations under principle A and paragraph 9 of the Algeria General
Declration to arrange for transfer to Iran of all “Iranian properties”.
The court had to first establish Iran's title to the properties at issu in
this case. To that end, relying on the conflict of law reuls of private
international law the Court chose the law of the United States as lex
rei sitae. Accordingly, Iran’s titele to the properties became subject
to their delivary to Iran and accordciglly subject of the United State
obligation to arrange for their transfer. As a result, the vast majority
of Iran's claims have been dismissed. Now, given the nature of the
Court as an international tribunal and the basis of litigation in an
international treaty, the question is whether the Court has taken a
proper approach to this issue. This article seeks to answer this
question by relying on the descriptive-analytical method of research
and using relevant library resources and jurisprudence and the
dissenting opinion of the judges of the Court. It seems that a unified
approach has not been adopted in this regard, but the characteristics
of this court and the founding document of the court have prevented
the court from adopting this approach.
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1. See: Executive Order 12170--Blocking Iranian Government property. Electronic copy is available
at https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12170.html (Last seen
October 25, 2021).
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1. See: Executive Order 12279--Direction to transfer Iranian Government assets held by domestic
banks. Available at: https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-
order/12279.html (Last seen October 25, 2021).

2. See: Executive Order 12280--Direction to transfer Iranian Government financial assets held by
non-banking institutions. Available at: https://www.archives.gov/federal-
register/codification/executive-order/12280.html (Last seen October 25, 2021).

3. See: Executive Order 12281--Direction to transfer certain Iranian Government assets. Available at:
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12281.html  (Last seen
October 25, 2021).

4. See: 31 C.F.R. Part 535. 31 CFR Part 535 - IRANIAN ASSETS CONTROL REGULATIONS.
See:  https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-31/subtitle-B/chapter-V/part-535?toc=1  (Lasr  seen
November 13, 2021).
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https://iusct.com/fa/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/A1511-A-doc-2350-T-Award-10-March-2020-
FA.pdf (Last seen December 19, 2022).
https://iusct.com/cases/al5ii-a-doc-2350-t-award-10-march-2020-en/ (Last seen December 19, 2022).
3 558 o )3 5 S 0 e (s Mol s,y s Ml ) opl 4] 18 L
https://iusct.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/A1511-A-doc-2371-T-Decision-27-November-2020-
EN.pdf (Last seen November 21, 2021).
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1. Properties that were solely owned by Iran
2. Sole ownership by Iran
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1. Ownership
2. Title
3. lex rei sitae
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