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Abstract

Abstract: On the morning of January 3, 2020, General Qassem
Soleimani and his companions were targeted by a US drone near
Baghdad airport and were martyred. In their first comments, the
president and some other officials of the US declared the
aforementioned action as Anticipatory Self-defense against an
imminent attack, but in its letter to the Security Council, the
American government declared the intended action as a Self-defense
against an armed campaign and a series of real attacks by Iran-
affiliated forces during the last months of 2019. The attacks that
were carried out by the American authorities on behalf of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and under the leadership of General Soleimani
against bases, diplomatic places and American forces. This letter can
be considered the official position of the United States. In this
regard, some jurists found the American government's justification
acceptable by resorting to the doctrine of "accumulation of events".
The current research has evaluated the official justification of the US
by using the analytical descriptive method and concluded that this
claim and the arguments of the lawyers who defend it lack
international legal validity and it is dangerous interpretation of the
right of Self-defense in international law.
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1. https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/qassem-soleimani-death-iran-baghdad-middle-east-irag-
saudi-arabia-a9272901.html

2. Targeted Killing

3. ttps:/ivww.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2049534/statement-by-the-
department-of-defense/

4. Imminent Attack

5. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-irag-security-blast-intelligence/trump-says-soleimani-plotted-
imminent-attacks-but-critics-question-just-how-soon-idUSKBN1Z228N &
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/iran-strike-live-updates/2020/01/03/3779f55¢c-2e33-
1lea-bch3-ac6482c4a92f story.html & https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/03/politics/mike-
pompeo-iran-soleimani-strike-cnntv/index.html
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3. Agnés Callamard
4. Letter dated 8 January 2020 from the Permanent Representative of the United States of America to

the United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council, UN Doc S/2020/20, 9
January 2020.
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4. Cohen, Zachary, "Skepticism Mounts over evidence of 'imminent' threat that Trump says justified

Soleimani killing", January 6, 2020, at www.edition.cnn.com/middleeast/live-new/us-iran-
soleimani-tenntions-intl-01-20/index.html. CNN, January 6, 2020
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1. Letter dated 8 January 2020, Op. Cit.

2. Letter dated 8 January 2020, Op. Cit.

3. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/trump-authorized-soleimani-s-killing-7-months -
ago-conditions-n1113271

4. William Barr

5. Zachary Cohen, Barr and Pompeo shift justification for Iran strike from ‘imminent' threat to
deterrence, https://edition.cnn.com/2020/01/13/politics/pompeo-barr-soleimani-strike-iran-rationale
/index.html

6. Facts



Vo byl 593 ¢ pogas s Colellhe doliliad i ppiand s )55 ol dengd (30 ol 5,

aS 3,8 pMel YoV pobod YV )5 5 G el d )5yl )59 Ydgy oaid ddlaie > (o150 pel (sl s
|y alanMo oyl 1l 1S, ol gs o0 TS oo gl | 4uiS oyl dde @Mas 31 7€ g5, o)l
covlaie g s blod 4y o 5 ol 4 Cladl colls Lld a4y oo ¢ Sia 9 00Ty @Mes oS cuiild
) angll) pgw dlea (sl p)Y (Soi> Wl g Cons bl w95 £9yhe £l Boxtne oS (g0
3081y g Cnodlo S SMas plp 5D Egpie g3 (slods 1 0l Clgd Com ppad 4 1S od D]
1S a3 eS8 L anlas 13 g Solo g b godgllig B dles S (oo Ll 553

iy oos 1883 Lol gy 003 (g 0)deliyy slosks bawgs esdgllon )8 cMas o puifakee Lo
a5 e wasnle BLod a4 sl o 5 ol Tl salgs &, lisT ol 1S g S oS
o> ogad 3 (38> SleMbl dgag (Jlallm Ggi> > liwiiy gopie 3 Spdy 9 42y
Soa> Dy dly( yoguas ol 0 SHlie g daled 340 5y plil iwl sliS gL HauiS ade cdilodie
o e dils ol (Saa g ond 2T 3 5l a8 O as Sl gl lyr 53 gyt gl & 1y 1S5 el
2ol ) 51 e e o Blod & &8 sl 15T SULE Logas ol )3 4l 2l s g 4blsl
Eorin g6 d g yuuis) oa0xie VL pgd pidge Laclh utel (slygs & Y-V Lglj piin oms
Ol (o) @S0 Olgisay (48,5 plonl g ) petene s il 53 Eg e g3 4 clioriy
89S ol @lge (Boi> (swyp Slue 428 cnl (o> Bl 4 gyl 098 00 oguine j9ulS
) Laeps bl 51068 o s (el g 2 45 350 51 15 o ol b 3,5 e
Camwi? 45 WS 0 ibge |y oy filiwl londs mio 481 51 any IS e Maslay b (565 28lis
5.0 .(MacGibbon, 1958: 459) «ail awsly a8liel 5,54y ¢ Ssis b (Ably Cunbge G &
2 €3 CaSlo Sl i L oS 5,5 Vil (5L e 5mlS) Pl 0 hnsd By
G e By i g Sle 3o Lol 4 amd e 3l Wl ey LB bl 1y S il sno
(ICI Rep, 1962: 27) w5 by | [z9m0l8 35557 a2

G BLod | gl pow dlas a2 g ) 4,0l 456 (sloso & Cal glae Sl (] 1551
St oo i 395 )@ ol S oy g ey J p5s & Jugs Ml
15 18l sy 535S ke 3 lge 51 Sy aold] )3 oS sl D asls

1. See: U.S. Department of Defense, Statement by U.S. Secretary of Defense Dr. Mark T. Esper as
Prepared, https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2049227/statement-by-
secretary-of-defense-dr-mark-t-esper-as-prepared/.

2. Campaign

3. U.S. Department of State, Senior State Department Officials on U.S. Airstrikes in Iraq and Syria,
Special Briefing, Office of the Spokesperson, 30 December 2019

4. https://www.foxnews.com/media/mike-pompeo-gassem-soleimani-strike-iran-trump
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