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In recent times some branches of the International Criminal Court
have addressed legal issues related to child soldiers and the criminal
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behaviors of the same group within the scope of international
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humanitarian law. The recent rulings of the Court, particularly in the
cases of Lubanga and Ntaganda, have focused on instances where
child soldiers have been victims of intra-group sexual harassment.
This research, considering existing realities, seeks to answer the
question: "Is the criminalization of intra-group crimes against child
soldiers as a reality of war crimes aligned with the legal and
intellectual foundations of contemporary international humanitarian
law?" Using a descriptive-analytical method and critically analyzing
the existing realities and the outcomes of the Court's rulings, it
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concludes that intra-group sexual crimes against children used as
child soldiers have been confirmed in support of criminalizing the
internal behaviors of the same group as international war crimes,
with various legal arguments presented in the Court's rulings to
support this claim.
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1. Situation in the DRC, Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Judgment pursuant to Article 74 of the
Statute, supra note 19, para. 29; see also paras. 30-34.

. Ibid., para. 32.

. Situation in the DRC, Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Decision on Sentence pursuant to
Article76 of the Statute, ICC-01/04-01/06-2901, 10 July 2012, para. 60.
76 of the Statute, ICC-01/04-01/06-2901, 10 July 2012, para. 60).

. Ibid., paras. 7YA-630

. Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Judgment pursuant to Article 74 of the Statute, supra note
19, Separate and Dissenting Opinion of Judge Odio Benito, para. 16.

. Ibid., paras19.

7. Article 55 of the Regulation of the Court, the Trial Chamber must not ‘exceed[] the facts and

circumstances described in the charges’ (ICC-BD/01-01-04, 17-18 May 2004).
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