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Abstract

The Russian intervention in the Syrian civil war in 2015 has raised several legal
questions. These questions are generally relating to the legality of intervention.
Although the Russian Government has based its intervention on the consent of the
Syrian Government for combating terrorism, some believe that this intervention is in
contradiction to the principle of non-intervention in the civil war. Under this
principle, the foreign States are not allowed to intervene in the conflict to support
neither the central government nor the rebellions. In the 70s the International Law
Institute suggested that this principle has become a customary rule. However, there
is no consensus on the status of this principle as a customary principle of
international law. By considering the practice of States and the UN Security Council
relating to the Syrian crisis, we can conclude that it is difficult to observe such a
restriction on the intervention in the civil war in support of the central government.
While there still exist restrictions on the intervention in support of rebellions, the
consent of the central State negates the responsibility of the foreign intervening State
against the rebellions and in support of the government.
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“Lorsqu’il apparait qu’au cours d’une guerre civile, une intervention s’est produite en violation des

dispositions ci-dessus, les Etats tiers sous réserve des mesures ordonnées, autorisées ou

recommandées par I’Organisation des Nations Unies, ne peuvent fournir d’assistance a 1’autre partie
qu’en se conformant a la Charte et a toute régle pertinente du droit international.”
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